
2021-22 STEM Challenge Permission Slip

What is STEM and what is the Challenge? The acronym STEM stands for Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics. STEM education helps students become curious, ask questions, and make
connections to their world. It is the backdrop for students to understand how our world works. Students who
participate in STEM gain a greater appreciation for Science and its impact on our daily life.  Since 2011 DIS has
offered this after school activity to highlight a different area of STEM and provide fun hands-on activities and
experiences.

Each student will be notified and given the opportunity to participate in their 1st Choice challenge (usually a

week or so) before the challenge starts. Each challenge will be held Thursdays after school until 5p.m. and last

for one quarter. There will also be a small fee for each challenge to cover the take home supplies.

To participate each student must…
- have a respectful cooperative attitude. Remember we will be working in small groups trying to solve complex

tasks. We are all here to have fun and learn.

-  follow school wide expectations. Behavior issues will cause ineligibility for future STEM Challenges.

- have excellent attendance and be picked up on time.

Each STEM Challenge starts promptly at 3:40 and ends at 5:00. Students must have a ride

home at the end of the session.

Signed D.I.S. STEM Education Challenge slips are due by August 27, 2021

to be eligible for the first STEM Challenge.

*Late applications will be considered based on available space per challenge. Permission slips are logged on a

first come, first served basis. 2nd chance invitations will be offered for each challenge based on availability.*

I can’t wait to get our 11th year of STEM started!

Mr. Watts

More information can be found on our website. Visit us at

https://disstemchallenge.shutterfly.com/

https://disstemchallenge.shutterfly.com/


Yes, I want to take the D.I.S. STEM Educational Challenge this year!

I have read all the information and understand the rules and requirements for this program. I understand that STEM Challenges require a fee to

participate. Students picked for each challenge will receive a personalized confirmation. Payment will be due when a challenge invitation is sent

home. Please inform Mr. Watts if you are picked for a challenge but cannot attend ASAP.

Student:_________________________________________Teacher:_____________________________

Signed:__________________________________________Phone #_____________________________
(Parent/ Guardian)

Please pick the STEM Challenge you MOSTwant to participate in, then pick a 2nd choice.

I try very hard to place every student in their #1 choice but space is extremely limited for each challenge.

1st Quarter (Thursdays Sep 2 - Oct 14)
Under the Sea Challenge
$10 Fee
In this STEM challenge we will dive into an

under sea adventure and search the depths of our most
famous planetary feature, our oceans. What will we find
down there? How will we be able to explore? Come
discover a whole new world below the waves in this
exciting STEM Challenge!

2nd Quarter (Thursdays Oct 21 - Dec 16)
Lego Robotics STEM Challenge
$7 Fee
Back by popular demand. Have you ever

wanted to design, build and program a Lego Mindstorm
Robot to victory? Teams will go head to head on official
First Lego League challenges  to see who’s bot will reign
supreme. If you think creatively and collaboratively under
pressure, this challenge is for you!

3rd Quarter (Thursdays Jan 13 - Mar 3)
More Cookin’ with STEM
$10 Fee

Another classic STEM Challenge revisited. Why do we
cook our food the way we do? Why can you eat some
things raw and other raw foods will make you ill? How do
spices enhance our cooking? Come find out the Science
of Cooking with some interesting twists.

4th Quarter (Thursdays Mar 19 - May 7)
The Space Race STEM Challenge
$10 Fee
Do you have The Right Stuff? Aspiring

astronauts and space explorers will design their own
spacecraft, create meteor impacts and see what it takes to
land on the Moon, Mars, and beyond! Plus you will be able
to view real Moon and Asteroid rocks from the NASA
Johnson Space Center.

Other School Wide STEM Opportunities

* Optional Parent Open House August 16th and 17th from 4:00-7:00pm in the DIS STEM Room
Not sure what STEM is about? Come ask questions, meet the team, and see our STEM Room!

*Caine’s Arcade Cardboard Challenge and Family Night (Nov 4th, 6:30 to 8pm DIS Cafeteria)
Design and build your own cardboard creations to share for the international “Day of Play” As seen on YouTube!

D.I.S. STEM Education Challenge applications are due to Mr. Watts by

August 27, 2021 to be eligible for the first STEM Challenge.

**Late applications will be considered based on available space per challenge.

Applications logged are on a first come, first served basis. 2nd Chance invitations will

be offered for each challenge based on availability.*


