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The district focused on Internet Safety during the month of April!



General Information

CIS teacher Denise Gruber  -Tiemann  was selected to participate in the annual technology

showcase held at the State Capitol on May 8. CIS Computer Support Specialist Sharon Putz

and two of Denisebs students traveled to Springfield
lawmakers. State Superintendent Dr. Christopher Koch welcomed the students during a

speech in the Rotunda. State Representative Jay Hoffman provided the Collinsville group with

a private tour of the Capitol. Students in Deniseos
states, asking then to sign a quilt block (provided with the letter) and to include their favorite
motivational quote. The bl ocks were then assembled i

Students used technology to write the letters, track the results (speed of return, distance
traveled, political parties represented, etc.) and create visual timelines of the project.

The 2007 -2008 E ' - Rate application has been processed and approved by the federal
government. The district will receive a 62% discount on telecommunications services for the

2007 -2008 school year on Internet services (Charter fiber network) as well as local, long -
distance and cellular phone expenses. The value of these discounts is approximately $88,000.

The Collinsville CUSD10 network was featured in a recent press release by the 3Com

Corporation and  Director of Information Systems Susan Homes was interviewed for a

recent article in Network News. Both the press release and the online news article are

attached.

The district hel d alnteonetSefety swcoong hulduim i ng April . Ne &

Internet Safety t  -shirts were sold to students. Classrooms throughout the district learned
more about Internet Safety and online bullying. Several classrooms submitted entries in the

2007 I nternet Safety Multimedia Contest. 0 Prizes we
judging of the entries was completed. An updated district Online Safety website was
launched!
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General Information

The IS Department has been authoring a CUSD10 newsletter over the past three months.
Staff members send in information to share with other employees of the district. The

newsletter is mailed electronically to all employees with district email accounts at the end of

each month. The response has been very positive from folks who are learning more about

their co -workers employees (across the building and across the district)! Copies of these
newsletters are attached.

The IS Department is completing end -of -year procedures and state paperwork, including
data for the State Aid (Average Daily Attendance calculations), School Report Card data, and
Student Transportation Reimbursement.

ISBE is mandating the electronic reporting of all student actions that result in in -school or
out -of -school suspensions as well as expulsions. We are working with our student information
systems publisher (Schoolmaster) to meet these requirements for the 2007 -2008 year.

The Brad Kolo Excellence in Technology Scholarship was awarded to 2007 CHS graduate
Trevor Mattea. This scholarship was created by Berni and Sandy Kolo following the death of

their son (1999 CHS graduate) Brad Kolo. This competitive scholarship is awarded annually to

a student who exemplifies the following characteristics: passion for learning in the areas of

technology, astronomy and/or computer art; ability to use inventive and unique applications of

technology skills; creativity; ingenuity; goal -driven; initiative; solid work ethic/follow -through
and perseverance.
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Professional Development

Graduate courses through The Connecting Link are being held at Collinsville High School
again this summer, including the following three titles:

Advanced Microsoft PowerPoint: Improving Teaching and Student Learning
(June 25 i 29)

The Differentiated Classroom
(July 16 7 20)

Effective Teaching Strategies to Meet the Needs of Students
(July 23 7 27)

Members of the Information Systems Department attended the [llinois: Computing
Educat or s d c oin $teCharlesdlinois on March 1 -2, 2007.

Susan Homes, Sherry Murphy (Renfro Computer Support Specialist), Geneva Cushing (CMS

CSS) and Llynn Huntley (Webster CSS) presented a 3 -hour evening Internet Safety workshop
on March 6 in  Narmal, lllinois for Unit 5 teachers . The group has been invited back this
summer to present to another group of teachers. In addition, Susan Homes and Sherry

Murphy will present a 3 -hour Internet Safety session (entitled UCanBSaf2) at the Western
lllinois University Summer Technology Experience in Macomb on July 27.

Network Manager Mike Kunz, Assistant Manager Wil Ross and Technicians Josh Butler and

Derek Turner will attend the University of Illinois 2 -day Technol ogycofspomsaredt 0
by Microsoft and the U of | in July. The training will be held at the Regional Office of Education
in Belleville.
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Hardware and Network Update

The Comalex ( cafeteria debit card system ) server will be upgraded by the IS Department
during the summer months. The existing server will be enhanced by the addition of redundant
hard drives and the installation of a RAID (redundant array of independent disks)

configuration. This will help protect the data and the server in case of a hard drive failure.

During the 2006 -2007 school year, the server hard drive crashed and caused a system outage
of nearly three days.

Charter Cable should complete the final leg of the fiber network (to Kreitner Elementary
School) before the end of June 2007. Fiber lines had to be installed in that part of the city

during this past year to provide a way for Kreitner to connect into our existing wide area

network. In addition to the completion of the fiber network, Charter also was at CHS during

the month of May to repair damaged cable access lines.

The IS Department coordinated the temporary installation of a large projection screen and

video recording equipment for the Collinsville High School graduation ceremony on May
19, 2007. HB Logsdon, a sales representative from Beatty Televisual (Springfield, lllinois)
volunteered his time to assist in the equipment set -up, which lasted nearly eight hours on May

18. CHS video production teacher Jeri Arnold and several CHS students captured the entire
event on video and sold copies to interested parents and graduating students. Proceeds of the
sale will be used to support the video production program at the high school.

The IS Department will be rewiring the computer lab at Hollywood Heights during the
2007 summer. Over the years, the computer lab configuration has changed and several of the
plastic wire molds have been damaged or fallen off the walls.
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